
   
          The Exchange Club of Urbana, IL, has transitioned to ZOOM meetings until future notice. 

               The meeting starts at 12.00 noon.   President: Ron Peters Urbana, Illinois. 
               Address inquiries to: Secretary Van Bowersox, 1811 Clover Lane, Champaign, Il 61821 

https://urbanaexchangeclub.wordpress.com/ 

Upcoming Meetings: 
 
January 21- Jim Dye, News Gazette 
 

Bi-Weekly Meeting, January 7, 2021   Reporter:  Doug Bauling 
 

Meeting Leader: President, Ron Peters 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by Pres. Peters 
 
Invocation: Phil Hoggatt 
 
Covenant of Service: Members continued the practice of reciting the covenant at 
the first meeting of each month. 
 
Announcements: Fred Holhubner reported that the final scholarship check for 
Maria Payon-Bejarano had been mailed. 
 John Hummel on the results of the Club members participating in the bell ringing for 
the Salvation Army on Nov. 30 at Schnucks.  A total of $464.97 was collected, over 
$60 more than in 2019. He also reported that he had deposited $4.50 in the project 
fund from sale of aluminum cans. 
 Nancy Hesselmann reported that Molly Delaney with the Eastern Illinois 
Foodbank acknowledged the contribution of $1635 from the Exchange Clubs of 
Urbana and Champaign. 
 
Program: Phil Hoggatt introduced Scott Eisenhauer, City Manager of the Village of 
Rantoul. Scott addressed the club by Zoom from his office in Rantoul. Scott was 
born and raised in Danville. His dream as a child was to be a mayor and he achieved 
that goal in 2003 when elected as mayor of Danville. He served 4 terms as mayor 
and city manager. When the position of City Manager of Rantoul became open in 
2018, he applied and was successful. He indicated his wife did not want him running 
for political office and he concurred. 
 Scott reported on two major projects undertaken by the village. The Rantoul 
Sports Complex being developed on the southwest edge of the village has sports 
fields for baseball, softball, t-ball and multi-sport fields to accommodate football and 
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soccer. There are restroom, shower and concession facilities, parking for over 800 
cars and a playground. The Sports facility is a part of an economic development 
project with retail and office facilities. There are over 40 planned events for 2021 with 
as many as 15-20,000 attendance expected for some events. 
 In response to a cost question, Scott indicated a project cost of $26 Million with 
both public and private funding. The area has been identified as a TIF district which 
gives tax concessions to developers and supporters. 
 
 The second major development is currently in the design stage. It is the 
Autonomous and Connected Track. The facility being planned for much of the old 
Chanute Field is a University of Illinois led project for development and testing of 
driverless commercial vehicles. It is to be a solar powered facility with an outdoor 
test track and indoor test facilities. It will be used to test over the road vehicles as 
well as farm equipment. There is no project cost estimate available at this stage of 
the design. 

 Scott also commented on the difficulty Rantoul employers have had with 
getting employees tested for covid-19. They have now been approved to operate a 
certified laboratory that allows collecting and timely testing. 
  
    

    
Exchange, America's Service Club, is a group of men and women working together to make 

our communities better places to live through programs of service and Americanism, Community 
Service, Youth Activities and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse. 


