
 
          The Exchange Club of Urbana, IL, meets each Thursday noon at Clark- Lindsey in Urbana 
               Lunch is served 11:20 a.m. to 1 p.m.   President: Nancy Hesselmann, Urbana, Illinois. 

               Address inquiries to: Secretary Van Bowersox, 1811 Clover Lane, Champaign, Il 61821 
https://urbanaexchangeclub.wordpress.com/ 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
October 24 – Police Officer of the Year presentation 

October 31 – Jim Roberts, Director of Environmental Health, CUPHD 
November 7 – Duane Northrup, Champaign County Coronor 

 

Weekly Meeting, October 17, 2019   Reporter: Ron Wilcox 
 

Meeting Leader:  President, David Chato 
 

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by President Chato 
Invocation:   Dick Underwood 
Song: Echoes of Exchange led by Dorothea Smith and Tom Gordon 
Birthdays:  Dorothea Smith 
Guests:   Chip Martel, guest of Ann Martel 
Announcements:   President Chato reminded members of the next Board Meeting 
which will be held on Tuesday, October 22nd at 7:00 p.m. at Clark-Lindsey. 
John Hummel asked for member interest in once again this year ringing bells for the 
Salvation Army. Based on input, John will try to reserve Sat., Nov. 30 at Schnucks in 
Urbana.  
Book Report:   None 
Joys and Sorrows:  Dick Underwood, a joy that we have clean water to drink out of 
the tap. Dorothea Smith, $5 for good company. John Hummel, $5 for sorrow of the 
passing of Jerry McAuthur.  Phil Hoggett, joy for the great care at Carle Hospital, 
glad to be back at Exchange. Beth Chato, joy of having Chip Martel here today. 
Wayne Weidner, “Next Year!?” 
Songs:  Lead by Dorothea Smith and Tom Gordon with JoAnn Smith at piano: 
Sunny Side of the Street, Pack Up Your Troubles, Take Me Out to the Ballgame. 
Contributions:  $111 in the pig. 
 
Program:  The program speaker was Andrew Rehn, Water Resources Engineer 
with the Prairie Rivers Network. Mr. Rehn provides technical expertise in support of 
Prairie River Network’s coal pollution programs. The subject matter was Coal Ash 
and its impact specifically on the waterways. 
 

Our 93nd Year 



The Prairie Rivers Network mission is to protect water, heal the land and inspire 
change.  Using the creative power of science, law, and collective action, PRN 
protects and restores our rivers, return healthy soils and diverse wildlife to our lands 
and transforms how we care for the earth and each other. 
 
Coal ash is a by-product of burning coal.  Illinois has over 100 coal ash ponds and 
mine-fills that leach toxic chemicals to groundwater, lakes and rivers, where pollution 
can spread, polluting drinking water supplies and threatening fish and wildlife.  In our 
area, the Dynegy Vermilion facility has three ash ponds that are disposal sites for 
coal ash. These pits contain a mix of coal ash materials with different chemical 
compositions.  Two of the three ponds are unlined.  All three are in the Middle Fork 
floodplain and are subject to erosion.  Dynegy’s own reports state that the pits are 
now contaminating the groundwater which is flowing toward the Middle Fork. There 
are already visible seeps along the bank, and detectable impacts in the water and 
aquatic life. As the Middle Fork of the Vermilion River continues to wear away at the 
sides of these pits, the threat of a catastrophic breach continues to rise. 
 
On July 30, 2019, Illinois signed into law the Coal Ash Pollution Prevention Act that 
prohibits discharge of coal ash into the environment and establishes a regulatory 
framework to ensure that polluting companies finance the cleanup of coal ash waste.  
 
You can learn more by visiting the Prairie Rivers Network website, prairierivers.org. 
 

         
 

Speaker Andrew Rehn describes the impact of coal ash pond on water resources 
(left) and accepts an Exchange Club certificate of appreciation from President Chato 
(right). 
 

Mission Statement 
Exchange, America's Service Club, is a group of men and women working together to make our 

communities better places to live through programs of service and Americanism, Community Service, Youth 
Activities and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse.  


