
  
          The Exchange Club of Urbana, IL, meets each Thursday noon at Clark- Lindsey in Urbana 

               Lunch is served 11:20 a.m. to 1 p.m.   President: David Chato, Urbana, Illinois. 
               Address inquiries to: Secretary Van Bowersox, 1811 Clover Lane, Champaign, Il 61821 

https://urbanaexchangeclub.wordpress.com/ 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
August 29- Scott Schwartz, Director of Sousa Archives at the Center for American 
Music with a program on high school bands. 
September 5- Dr. Ivory-Tatum, Superintendent of Urbana Schools. 
September 12- Mayor Marlin 
September 19- Josh Whitman, Proposed Ice Rink. 
 

Weekly Meeting, August 22, 2019   Reporter: Doug Bauling 
 

Meeting Leader: President, David Chato 
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by David Chato 
 Invocation: By John Smith 
Moment of Silence- The club recognized the passing of member Ralph 
Langenheim 
Song: “This Is My Country”, led by Judy Hummel 
Anniversary: John Chato 
Announcements: Dick Underwood reported that Melinda Wilcox, wife of Ron had 
undergone surgery to remove a brain tumor. 
  Pres. Chato announced a board meeting on Tuesday, August 27 and an 
Officers training session on the 29th. 
 John Hummel reported that more members were needed to distribute flags at 
the Labor Day parade. 
 Gary Stensland reported that his wife Diane had spinal surgery and is now 
recovering at home after about several weeks at St Louis. 
Guests: Gary Stensland introduced Jim Angel, retired State Climatologist as his 
guest and as a prospective member. 
 Phil Hoggatt was back after suffering a hip fracture from a fall at his home. 
  
Joys and Sorrows: Don Hunt presenting. Dick Underwood, $-Phil Hoggatt is here-
You decide if that is a joy or a sorrow. Phil Hoggatt, $ in the pig-Great to be here 
again. Everybody is looking great. Ron Peters, Joy to be alive and in one piece 
following last Thursday’s car accident. Dave Chato, Sorrow: My Cup plants blew 
over in this week’s storm. Gary Stensland, $2 Joy of guest Jim Angel. $5 for missed 
meetings. 

Our 93nd Year 



 
Songs: Judy Hummel led the club in singing “You Are My Sunshine”, “Take Me Out 
to The Ballgame”, and “Look for The Silver Lining’. 
 
Contributions: 20.00 in the pig. 
 
 Program: Ron Peters, program chairman, and retired Head of the Labor Education 
Program in the School of Labor and Employment Relations at the University of 
Illinois presented a program on his career. Ron grew up in Buffalo New York, 
attended SUNY Buffalo with plans to teach history. He then joined the first class of 
Peace Corp. volunteers in 1961. After a stint in the Philippines he attended Syracuse 
University to get a MS in labor relations. He landed in Chicago at Roosevelt 
University as a coordinator talking to union leaders. He related some stories of 
experiences with the mob influence over cab drivers and some colorful characters 
that he met. He worked with an all-black Molders Union, helped establish health 
programs and clinics. He helped organize hospital workers and worked with a group 
known as the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
 At that point he decided to get a doctorate at Michigan State, graduating in 
1976 with a degree in Education & Continuing Education. He joined the faculty at the 
U of I in the Institute of Labor and Industrial Relations as Head of the Labor 
Education Program. Much of his work involved writing grants to obtain funds needed 
to carry out the educational programs. Some programs lasted for a week and some 
were 6-8 weeks in length, many in the summer. Health and safety programs were a 
priority. A major change was the number of women entering the work force. 
 Ron retired in 2002 after a very successful career, much of it at the U of I. 

    
  

 Ron Peters listens to a question from a member of Exchange 
 

Exchange, America's Service Club, is a group of men and women working together to make our 
communities better places to live through programs of service and Americanism, Community Service, Youth 
Activities and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse. 


