
  
          The Exchange Club of Urbana, IL, meets each Thursday noon at Clark- Lindsey in Urbana 

               Lunch is served 11:20 a.m. to 1 p.m.   President: David Chato, Urbana, Illinois. 
               Address inquiries to: Secretary Van Bowersox, 1811 Clover Lane, Champaign, Il 61821 

https://urbanaexchangeclub.wordpress.com/ 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
August 1- Ramona Sullivan, Champaign County Public Defender Office 
August 8- Tim Bannon, Executive Director, University of Illinois Willard Airport 
 

Weekly Meeting, July 25, 2019   Reporter: Doug Bauling 
 

Meeting Leader: President, David Chato 
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by David Chato 
 Invocation: By Dave Wilson 
Song: God Bless America, led by Dorothea Smith 
Birthdays: None 
Announcements: Pres. Chato announced that our club had been recognized by the 
National Exchange Club for a member retention award. Secretary Bowersox has 
developed a spreadsheet itemizing all the club activities for the past year. The Board 
met on Tuesday evening, but lacked a quorum to undertake any official business. 
  
Joys and Sorrows: Don Hunt presenting. Ron Peters, Joy to have Ben Leroy as our 
speaker. Dick Underwood, $1 Sorrow that so few Exchangites know why we have a 
pig for the project fund. Doug Bauling, $1 for the wonderful weather. Judy Hummel, 
$1-Oh, what a beautiful day. Beth Chato, Joy of finding a Monarch caterpillar on 
milkweed in the flower garden at Meadowbrook. Dorothea Smith, Joy $5.00 for fun. 
Fred Holhubner, $1.00-Go Cardinals-keep winning. 
 
Songs: Dorothea Smith led the club in singing (no piano as JoAnn is in Las Vegas), 
“Chattanooga Choo-Choo”, “All of Me”, and “Dream”. 
 
Contributions: 17.00 in the pig. 
 
 Program: Ron Peters introduced Ben Leroy, Associate Planner with the City of 
Champaign Planning and Development Office. Mr. Leroy is a graduate of the 
University of Michigan and obtained a law degree before pursuing a master’s degree 
in Urban Planning. He is currently Co-Chair of the Age-Friendly Steering Committee. 
He presented a program on the action plan to develop an “Age-Friendly Champaign 
Urbana.  

Our 93nd Year 



 There is a global initiative to encourage and support cities throughout the world 
to recognize and promote needs of an aging population. The World Health 
Organization is one driver of the effort. The University of Illinois has been involved 
for the last two years. AARP is a leader in the effort to develop more appropriate 
housing and transportation to serve the needs of the elderly. Other cultures have 
been doing a better job of accommodating the elderly as a part of the family and 
integrating them into the community. Champaign-Urbana has developed an action 
plan to be implemented over 3 years that strives to improve three of the eight focus 
areas identified as needs of the communities. Initial emphasis is on communication, 
inclusion, and transportation. Future goals will include housing, social participation, 
outdoor spaces and buildings, community support and health services, and Civic 
participation and employment. 
 There is a volunteer steering committee of 15 to 18 members with no real 
budget, working to survey needs and promote change. They have no power or 
authority but must attempt to work with various agencies to reach the goals they 
have identified. They have 3 subcommittees that meet independently to address the 
focus areas, plus monthly meetings of the steering committee. 
 The three-step process is to assess the current state of the focus area, identify 
the desired state and then to identify means to measure success. While the goal is 
to have success in the short term, there is no long-term timeline. 
 

 
  
  Ben Leroy, President. David Chato, and Ron Peters 
 

Exchange, America's Service Club, is a group of men and women working together to make our 
communities better places to live through programs of service and Americanism, Community Service, Youth 
Activities and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse. 


