
 

life of a primary truck is about 
15 years, but older trucks are 
kept longer as back-up 
trucks.  The new truck is also 
designed to reduce 
maintenance issues including 
suspension, brakes, 
improved turning and 
handling and an independent 
front suspension.   
 The Fire Department is 
also involved in inspection of 
commercial buildings and 
residential subdivisions, 
especially code compliance 
of new construction.  With 
the new higher buildings, 
more emphasis is placed on 
being able to reach the fires, 
including ladders and pumps.  
An interesting topic was the 
need for individual valves on 
each floor of buildings with 
sprinkler systems. It makes it 
much easier to identify and 
control fires in multi-story 
buildings.   
 

 The Urbana Fire 
Department also cooperates 
with several volunteer fire 
departments.  They have 
monthly meetings, establish 
guidelines and work together 
on major fires. They answer 
approximately 5000 calls/year, 
about 50% are medically 
related and 20% are false 
alarms. 

 

Guest included (left to 
right), Chief Nightlinger, Ad. 
Asst. Femi Fletcher-
Washington, Div. Chief 
Chad Hench, Lt. Westhoff, 
Firefighter Jeff Orr and Div. 
Chief Kyle Hench 

 
 

Featuring music from the 
1940”s.  Co-sponsored by 
Rantoul Exchange Club. 
Lincolnland President and 
Vice-president are planning 
to attend.  A new 
Exchange Club is being 
formed in DuPage County 
and Rantoul is considering 
an Excel (high school) Club 

 
Birthdays:  Ron Peters 
 
Pig:  $95 

Mission Statement 
Exchange, America’s Service Club, is a group of men and women working together to make 
our communities better places to live through programs of service and Americanism, 
Community Service, Youth Activities and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse. 

Meeting Leader:  Gary 
Stensland 
  
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by 
Gary Stensland 
 
Invocation: By Dick 
Underwood 
 
Song: “America” led by Tom 
Gordon    
 
Announcements: 
 

John Hummel(only one 
week to go with his “boot” 
for his ankle injury:  
 USO Dance at Rantoul 
on March 11th from 6-9 pm.  

Weekly Meeting – Feb 18, 2016 

Reporter -  Wayne Pedersen 
 

Echoes 
Our 90th Year 

 

Exchange Clubs Nation Wide: Focusing on Families and Children 

 

 
 So Proudly We Hail 

The Exchange Club of Urbana, IL, meets each Thursday at Clark Lindsey in Urbana at noon.  Lunch served 11:20 a.m to 1 p.m. 
President: John Smith, Tolono, Illinois. 

Address inquiries to: Secretary Van Bowersox, 1811 Clover Lane,  Champaign, Il 61821 
https://urbanaexchangeclub.wordpress.com/ 

Programs:  

Today – Urbana Firefighter 
and Fire Officer of the Year. 
 
Feb 25 – Ty Newell – Solar 
Powered House 
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Joys and Sorrows: read by 
Don Hunt.   
 
Dick Underwood - $ for 
Lincoln and Washington who 
must share just one day 
(President’s Day);  Ron 
Peters – Glad to be around 
for the past 78 years;  John 
Hummel - $2 to honor our 
firefighter and officer of the 
year;  Roscoe Randal – Great 
to see the firefighters here 
today; Gary Stensland - $1 
Great to have the Urbana 
Firemen with us today; Tom 
Gordon – Nice to have the 
Urbana Firefighter and Officer 
of the Year with us today; 
Fred Holhubner - $1 Spring 
weather this weekend; Wayne 
Weidner – Pitchers and 
catcher’s are in the 
CARDINAL CAMP. 
 
  
Upcoming programs:   
 
Mar 3 – Molly Delaney, 
Executive Director, 
Champaign Urbana Schools 
Foundation 
 

Mar 10 – Urbana High 
School - Music  
 
Program:   
 
Firefighter and Fire Officer 
of the Year 
 
Van Bowersox introduced 
Chief Brian Nightlinger, who 
is in his third year as Chief. 
 
Chief Nightlinger: 
 Urbana has three shift 
companies and one 
firefighter is nominated from 
each shift.  This year’s 
selection is Fireman Jeff 
Orr.  Jeff’s nomination 
described him as dedicated 
fireman that exceeds 
expectations.  He is a 
member of the Apparatus 
Committee as well as other 
committees and services.  
Chief Nightlinger commented 
that Jeff “Loves Fire Trucks” 
and is very involved in the 
design and operation of all 
equipment but especially 
trucks.  He was involved with 
a FEMA grant that assisted 
with the “Extraction Process” 

for accidents.  He is also 
involved in the additional 
training including being an 
instructor at the University of 
Illinois Fire Academy.  In 
summary, Jeff is very 
passionate about his career 
and dedicated to helping 
other. 

 
Chief Nightlinger presents the 
2015 Firefighter of the Year 
award to Jeff Orr. 
 
 Chief Nightlinger 
introduced this year’s Fire 
Officer of the Year – Lt. 
Fred Westhoff.  Lt. 
Westhoff’s nomination 
described him as a dedicated, 
passionate, mission 
orientated fire officer.  He is 
an extremely effective time 
manager and stresses 
“TEAMWORK” within his 

company.  Fred has been 
involved in the Life Safety 
program, the Smoke Detector 
Program and is an active 
member of the Apparatus 
Committee.  He has worked 
with Champaign firefighters 
and the Univ of Illinois on 
several programs as well as 
being an EMT-Intermediate. 

 
Chief Nightlinger presents the 
Fire Officer of the Year award 
to Lt. Fred Westhoff. 
 
 Chief Nightlinger 
discussed several topics 
including the the current 
status of fire trucks.  Urbana 
will receive delivery of a new 
pumper truck next month.  It 
took 330 days to build in 
South Dakota.  It will have 
several improvements to the 
truck it will replace.  Expected 
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