
 

 
 

Gary Stensland pesents a 
Certificate of Appreciation to 

Bao Bai 
 
 

Dance at Rantoul on 
March 11th from 6-9 pm.  
Featuring music from 
the 1940”s.  Co-
sponsored by Rantoul 
Exchange Club. 

-  
Additional songs: 

i) “Field Artillery Song”,  
ii) “Finlandia” 
iii) Let me call you 

sweetheart” 
  
 

Mission Statement 
Exchange, America’s Service Club, is a group of men and women working together to make 
our communities better places to live through programs of service and Americanism, 
Community Service, Youth Activities and its national project, the Prevention of Child Abuse. 

Meeting Leader:  Gary 
Stensland 
  
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by 
Gary Stensland 
 
Invocation: By Dick 
Underwood 
 
Song: “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” led by Tom Gordon 
with Alice Haegele at the 
piano.    
 
Announcements: 
 

- No Board meeting in 
February 

- John Hummel: USO 

Weekly Meeting – Feb 11, 2016 

Reporter -  Wayne Pedersen 
 

Echoes 
Our 90th Year 

 

Exchange Clubs Nation Wide: Focusing on Families and Children 

 

 
 So Proudly We Hail 

The Exchange Club of Urbana, IL, meets each Thursday at Clark Lindsey in Urbana at noon.  Lunch served 11:20 a.m to 1 p.m. 
President: John Smith, Tolono, Illinois. 

Address inquiries to: Secretary Van Bowersox, 1811 Clover Lane,  Champaign, Il 61821 
https://urbanaexchangeclub.wordpress.com/ 

Programs:  

Today – Letters Home from 
Union Army Soldiers” – Bao 
Bai, PhD in History, UIUC 
 
Feb 18 – Urbana Firefighter 
and Fire Officer of the Year. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

district 



 

Joys and Sorrows: read by 
Don Hunt.   
 
Judy Hummel - glad to see 
Alice at the piano; John 
Hummel - $1 to remember 
Alex Sawyer, a former 
member; Fred Haegele - $2 
spring is just around the 
corner; Mike Halbach - $1 
nice to have Alice at the 
piano; Wayne Weidner – 
Almost 60 degree yesterday 
in Texas, only 8 degrees 
here; Tom Gordon – joy of 
having my wife Shirley as a 
guest and joy of having Alice 
at the piano; Dick Underwood 
- $ sorry the poor metal 
scarecrow on the opening 
screen for today’s program 
has no clothes on the cold 
day. 
 
Two poems from a book of 
poetry by Alex Sawyer: 
 
Frost: 
”The frost sparkles like a huge 
bed of diamonds In the cool 
sunlight of early morning” 
 
 

Snow Petals: 
White snow petals from the 
apple trees silently flutter 
down and settle on bright 
green grass” 
 
  
Upcoming programs:   
 
Feb 25 – Ty Newell – Solar 
Powered House 
 
Mar 3 – Molly Delaney, 
Executive Director, 
Champaign Urbana Schools 
Foundation 
 
Mar 10 – Urbana High 
School - Music  
 
Program:   
“Combat motivation and 
the letters of Civil War 
soldiers” 
Boa Bui, PhD student in 
Dept of History, Univ of 
Illinois (PhD thesis) 
 
 Two unique factors 
greatly affected the writing of 
letter during the Civil War.  
First, over 80% of the 
soldiers were literate and 

could write letters to their 
families during the war, 
Second, the U.S Postal 
System could reliever mail to 
and from the soldiers in a 
relatively short time.   From 
one soldier, “It is the event of 
the day. To watch mail 
distributed” The cost was 
$0.03, which is about 
equivalent to approximately 
$3.00 today.  Approximately 
180,000 letters were handled 
per day during the Civil War.  
(Just a side note: there was 
no screening of the letter, so 
they are a source of a great 
deal of information regarding 
strategies, battles, optimism 
or pessimism.)  The letters 
were extremely important for 
“Morale”, The loss of the 
Confederacy was blamed  on 
“negative letters from women 
at home”     
 Approximately 850,000 
soldiers died during the war.  
That is the equivalent of the 
losses we had on Sept 11, 
2001 every day for 48 
months.  Why so long?  Both 
sides expected a short war 
and both sides expected to 

win.  It ended up being a very 
costly war, especially with 
human life.    
 The overwhelming 
philosophy of the South was 
“the government had 
overstepped its bounds” and 
they did not want to become 
“slaves to the Northern states.  
While most of the soldiers did 
not own slaves, they fought to 
preserve their way of life.   
 On the other hand, the 
Northern soldiers were 
fighting to “preserve the 
Union”.  While the Civil War 
was about slavery, it was also 
a very political war where 
neighbors, friends, even 
family members would fight 
on opposite sides.   
 In this war, “THE GOAL 
WAS EVERYTHING!” 
 
 
 


	Today – Letters Home from Union Army Soldiers” – Bao Bai, PhD in History, UIUC
	district

